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improved Then, in 1769, in the hope of demonstrating to the peas-
agriculture, antg ^ vajue of improved methods of agriculture, he
took up, after a year of training, a parcel of waste land
at Birr. This he called by the name of Neuhof ('new
farm'). Within five years the experiment proved a
lamentable failure, but even before the final crash Pesta-
lozzi had come to feel that his philanthropy had been ab-
sorbed by a material ambition, A son had meantime
been born to him, whom he had undertaken to rear upon
the basis of the Emile, and the results, recorded in a
Father's Journal, suggested new ideas and educational
principles for the regeneration of the masses. He held
that education did not consist merely in books and
knowledge, and that the children of the poor could, by
proper training, be taught to earn their living and at the
same time develop their intelligence and moral nature.1
His School at Neuhof and the Leonard and Gertrude
andpUian-        Hence the failure of his agricultural venture afforded
thropic edu-   Pestalozzi the opportunity he craved to experiment with
cation at                                  rr            J                            r
Neuhof philanthropic education. Toward the end of 1774 he
took into his home some twenty of the most needy chil-
dren he cou!d find. These he fed, clothed, and treated
as his own. He gave the boys practical instruction in
farming and gardening on small tracts, and had the girls
1 For a more complete account of his conclusions, see de Guimps,
Pestalozzi, pp. 75-78.